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ure graciously granted of each according to the spirit and the pur-
pose which have guided this life, we may hope that our friend has
found forgiveness and peace. He had the limitations and imperf#{235}c-
tions of our common humanity. If he had any special feelings, I
know not what they may have been. He passed through a career
of varied trusts and labors. A rigid integrity ruled in his heart.
Dignity, courtesy and gentleness marked his relations with others.
Strong and kindly afFections attached him to his friends, and friends
to him. Great confidence was reposed in him. He performed much
and most difficult service. In the distribution of gifts parted among
his children by the God of all, he had an eminent share in that spe-
cial gift which furnished the divine anointing of the Lord our Savior
-the gift of compassion and skill for wise and tender ministratiQn
to the wretched. He knew that he was about to die. He was
ready and resigned. He had hope in his death, for he believed in
Him who is the Resurrection and the Life.”
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Tax following cases, among others, are brought forward by Dr.

Jessen in illustration of incendiarism in the various forms of mental

disturbance included under the term melancholia. We give an

abridged translation of several, and first those cases illustrative of

simple melancholia (trubsinn, lypemania, melancholia tristis).

Mic1w�d Karl, 32 years of age, son of a peasant, melancholiac:

Incendiarism on the 18th of June, 1843.-M. K. was the son of
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healthy parents; his grandfather and his father’s sister had suffered

from mental disease. He himself had always been sound, and had

attended school with success, but was always laconic, morose, still

and reserved. Later he complained that his parents were partial to

his brothers, refused to give him as much money, and were false to

him.

In 1840, because he could not agree with his father, he entered

the service of a shoemaker, and conducted himself for some months

quite reasonably. But in the month of April, he sufFered one day

in the field an attack of mental disturbance. As he was bade to

bring a sack, he broke out suddenly into a fit of loud laughing, threw

the sack in the air, ran up to his master, and said, “I must set free

the poor soul of my father’s brother ;“ hereupon he sought to em-

brace every one. As from this moment he did everything wrong,

he was dismissed from service, whereupon he returned home, laughed

constantly and talked crazily, became soon very still and unsociable,

but nevertheless performed his labor obediently for a whole year.

He often went to church, but would go no farther in than the bel-

fry, where he would commonly remain sitting on a confessional

chair. Often he would break out into tears, and at times assert, “I

shall never be right,” and that there was no help for him. For

two years he had left off work altogether, and remained for the most

of his time fixed stupidly in bed, amid arose only for his meals, which

he would eat by himself alone; was silent, and always stubborn,

and for weeks together would not utter a syllable; seldom answered

questions, but when he did so the replies were reasonable. At times

he went silently to the fields to take care of the oxen. At times

he grieved over his condition, and complained, weeping. His head

pained him, his gait was slow, and he sighed frequently.

On the forenoon of the 18th of January, a girl 9 years old saw

him come from his father’s house with a dish of coals in his hand,

and go to the stable of a neighbor. She watched him, and saw him

kindle a splinter at the fire and apply it to the hay. Hereupon he

threw the dish upon the barn-floor, laughed loud, and said to himself,

“You have done very well ;“ whereupon he went out into the field.
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Before the court, he made answer to every question, “I do not

know.” More than this was not to be got from him. The exam-

ining physician found his countenance pale, the stroke of the heart

prolonged and sluggish, the skin cold and the bowels costive, the

sleep quiet. He stood for hours long imi the same place, leaning upon

his shoulder, or sat upon his bed with his head bowed down and his

eyes fixed.

The generative organs were normally developed, but the testicles

were small. The physician pronounced him melancholic, and en-

tirely unaccountable: the sentence is not given.

The following case, among others, is given in illustration of incen-

diarism in another form of melancholia; viz., melancholia with an-

guish, melancholia anzia, (prcecordialunruhe.)

E. B., aged 16 years, servant maid, melancholia with anguish,

catalepsy: Seven incendiarisms, on the 18th February, 4th, 12th,

and 14th of March, and 2nd of April, 18�O.-The patient sprang

from a healthy family, in which only one uncle had suffered from

melancholy. Her father had died of inflammation of the brain,

three years previous; her mother was living and healthy. The girl

herself had always been healthy, aside fromn an attack of gastric

fever three years previously; was of an ardent temperament, con-

tented, modest, active, and regarded as blameless. She had only

been able to attend to school irregularly in winter; in summer she

had to serve as cow-herd, from her eighth year. For this reason she

had scarcely learned to rend. Notwithstammding her early removal

from home, she had never suffered nostalgia. On the contrary,

she had seldom visited her home, according to her own free confes-

sion. In her 15th year (spring of 1849), she entered the service

of Mrs. W., widow of a miller, and there had conducted herself

well, when about five or six weeks before Christmas, she was seized

with convulsions. The attacks were very similar according to va-

rious descriptions; came on mostly in the morning, when she became

unconscious, sank down and remained for hours in a cataleptic con-

dition. The eyes were open, the pupils dilated, the eye-balls some-
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times rolled from side to side, the eye-lids at times sank down, the

lips and jaws were spasmodically closed, the limbs were flexible

but not moved spontaneously, pulse and stroke of the heart imper-

ceptible. After these attacks she complained of pain in the head,

which left her about midday. She was not suspected of simulation;

all medicine was useless. At the time the organs of generation

were slightly developed, and menstruation had never taken place.

Her mind and disposition were miot perceptibly affected by these

nervous affections, but she worked quite as well as before the attacks,

which, in the mean time, were very frequent, returning at least

every second day, seldom twice in the same day.

Any nearer connection between these attacks and the incendia-

risms could not be traced. In one instance she set fire to things in

the afternoon, after having completely recovered fromn an attack in

the morning.

As motives for the incendiarism she gave her anguish, and an

irresistible impulse to the act. The first she had lost as soon as she

had set fire to things; she then became sorrowful, and had contend-

ed with herself as to betraying it, and rejoiced if a great fire had

been prevented, as was twice the case. But if a great conflagration

arose, as was five times the case (when eight buildings were destroy-

ed by her guilt), she wept, helped in the rescue, but the perceptible

terrors she experienced from the consequences of her deeds did not

prevent a repetition of the same, or sensibly affect her.

In the accomplishment of the acts she conducted herself so cir-

cumspectly as not to be discovered or suspected. The unembarrassed

manner in which she went about her employment after the deed,

and until the fire was discovered or observed by herself, was particu-

larly remarkable. The manner of accomplishing the act varied.

Frequently circumstances favored her. For example, she was em-

ployed at the time in the barn with a light; at other times she sought

her opportunity, and used cunning. The first attempt she made on

the 17th of February, at 7 o’clock in the evening, but the fire was

extinguished. At 10 o’clock on the 18th, she set fire to the house

of her employer. On the 4th of March, she set fire to the barn,
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and also to another on the 12th. On the 14th, she set fire to the

house of a brother of the miller’s widow, in which she had lived to-

gether with the owner. She then returned to her mother’s, and en-

tered the service of a farmer, and set fire to his house on the 2nd of

April, whereupon she was arrested.

No motive could be discovered for these acts. She neither suffer-

ed from home-sickness, nor was she on bad terms with the widow,

where she had been treated very kindly. Even she herself had

lost in one of the fires a not inconsiderable amount of clothing. She

was arrested only because she had been present at all the fires, and

frequently had been the first to observe them. On arrest she was

remarkably quiet and collected, declared that she was not guilty,

whereupon a soft sigh would break forth; sufFered herself patiently

to be taken to prison, where she wept pitifully, and lamented over

her innocent misfortune. At her examination she was quite unem-

barrassed, did not seek to fasten the least suspicion upon any one else,

but simply denied that she knew anything of the origin of the fire.

Her assertions were clear, and not inconsistent with those of the wit-

nesses. These did not know of the slightest thing to fasten suspicion

upon her; for, only about eight days before the first incendiarism,

she had complained of great anxiety, and would not willingly sleep

alone any more, because she believed that something would happen

to her, and after this asserted that she heard the widow W. calling

out, “Boys, boys! fire, fire! water, water !“ By all the witnesses,

therefore, she was held guiltless and incapable of such a criminal

act, and her guilt was only established by her being induced to make

an open confession to a priest. The experts declared that there

was no pyromania, inasmuch as the symptoms of that disease given

by Henke were not to be found, and she suffered from no psychical

disease whereby her reason had been disturbed. On the contrary, in

consequence of imperfect instruction, and neglect of proper bringing

up, as also on account of the period of sexual development in which

she was found amid the concomitant convulsions, impending mental

defect was imminent, and should be taken into account in determin-

ing the responsibility. Already, in the course of the first examina-
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tion, her understanding appears to have been affected, judging from

some circumstances which took place in the prison, and from some

statements of her counsel after the trial. She had ringings in the ears,

vertigo, illusions of hearing (“You must burn down the house,” 8cc.),

and suffered from home-sickness. A new examination of her by the

experts was instituted in the beginning of November. These found

her physically very much changed. She was no longer frank and

lively, but reserved, laconic, taciturn and depressed; yet by repeated

questioiiings a connected reply could be obtained from her. Bodily

she had become gross and strong, and appeared healthy but pale.

Her courses first appeared on the 4th and again on the 14th of

June, and both times continued to flow sparingly for two days. Of

their continuance nothing is said. For three months she had had no

convulsions, but one occurred while the physician was examining

her. This difFered from the others only in the numbness of the

extremities. Her pulse was 104. Sprinkling with cold water

produced shudderings and other reflex actions; medicines had no

effect. The attack lasted for two and a half hours, and had the

same after effects. The attacks from this time were frequently re-

peated, in consequence, it would seem, of mental disturbance. The

occurrence of such Iii two instances were predicted truly by the pre-

vious mental disturbance.

The opinion of the experts remained unchanged, and in conse-

quence she was sentenced for eight years to the workhouse. Appeal

was made, and the case was brought before the Chief Medical Col-

lege ( Uebcrmedical- Coilegiuni). The College regarded the psychi-

cal disturbance as somewhat marked, but the use of reason as not

entirely destroyed; it had nevertheless been much weakened, and

the lessening of the accountability was sufficiently apparent. The

court of appeal sustained the previous sentence.

Mariana B., 16 years of age, servant maid, melancholia with

anguish: Incendiarism on 17th August, 1 828.-M. B., early de-

prived of her father, a day-laborer, had grown up under her mother,

who was supported by charity. Her bringing up was in every res-
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pect imperfect, for she had not only received so little school instruc-

tion that she could neither read nor write, but her religious knowledge

was very imperfect, for she had never attended but two days upon

this. A dark conception of God, and a few prayers which she

thoughtlessly mumbled, were all the religious knowledge she pos-

sessed. The meaning of the Lord’s Supper she did not know, al-

though she had been allowed to conic to it three times. In her 16th

year, she entered the service of a shepherd, as nursemaid. At that

time she was stunted in growth, sickly, weakly, and had never men-

struated. Formerly she had often been affected with open sores of

the neck, and duriLig her servitude was frequently sick, bed-fast and

of but little use for work. She complained of inward pains and dis-

quietude, without being able to give a more accurate description of

her condition. Several days before the incendiarism, according to

her confession, she felt disquietude and anxiety, and as though driven

on irresistibly to iimccndiarism or suicide. On the morning of the 11th

of August these anxieties and suggestions were stronger than ever

before, and at the same time she felt hurt by some abusive words

from one who lived in the same house with her. Therefore she

could no longer withstand the impulse to burn. On some pretense

she obtained coals from the fire-place, put them in a piece of cloth

she had obtained for the purpose, ran up to the garret and stuck

them in the straw roof. Hereupon she hastened down, amid gave her

employer the first intimation of the fire. She was now immediately

free from the anguish which impelled her to the act, sorry for what

she had done, and hoped to conceal the consequences of it. But as

an alarm of fire had arisen in the mean time, she ran frightened into

the village. It is not said whether she returned the same day to her

dwelling. When she was sought after to be brought back, she was

found hid in an oven, and being drawn out she made a full confes-

sion of her deed.

She was pale, of small stature, and weak build. The develop-

ment of the sexual organs and menstruation had never taken place.

She had many scars upon her imeck, amid she groaned much in her

sleep. Her mental capacity was very limited. She frequently gave
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no answers to questions till they were repeated and varied. Res-

pecting past occurrences, it was only with the greatest difficulty that

she could give the most imperfect information. Her expression cor-

responded with this; she appeared silly and indolent. She regret-

ted her act, and when reminded of it was downcast, ashamed and

feared punishment.

The medical opinion was, that she was unaccountable. The court

ordered her to be given over to a public institution till the corporeal

evolutions were completed.

The following cases are given in illustration of incendiarism in

partial insanity and distraction (venvirrtheit).

N. M., a maid, aged 12 years; hysterical attacks with partial

insanity and hallucinations: Four incendiarisms. (L. Meyne,

in Union Medicale.)

N. was the daughter of poor but much esteemed parents: she was

in the highest degree irritable and nervous; her understanding was

but slightly developed; a short time before her incendiarism she had

visions, and said: “I saw the Holy Virgin. She spoke with me, and

I shall soon go a second time to the Lord’s table.” Soon after she

partook of this with great fervency.

Upon the accomplishment of the incendiarism it was remembered

that four fires had occurred in the immediate neighborhood, and the

maid, it seems, in carrying out her plans had set fire to the dwelling

of a neighbor who was quite blind. She, by the cries of the maid

in passing by, had no doubt a stranger had entered the house, as she

in her terror had thought she heard two speaking together. N. as-

serted that she herself had seen the stranger, and had been threat-

ened by him with a beating, and by this brought suspicion upon her-

self. Arrested, she at first denied everything with great presence of

mind, but subsequently confessed the deed, and declared that she

had been incited to it by an uncle, but finally confessed that no one

had induced her to set fire to the house, but she had done so for her

own gratification. One of the examining physicians, who observed

her for two months, found no symptoms of mental alienation aside

VOL. XVIII. No.4. q
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from the disturbance which resulted from the hysterical attacks.

For several hours after these attacks she knew no one, abused, threat-

ened, and dealt blows about her, and showed strong agitation and de-

lirium. In this condition she believed she saw fire, which she re-

garded with wonder.

The second physician, who, as it appears, saw her later, observed

at first a condition of sorrow and melancholy; then likewise hyster-

ical attacks, and delirium and hallucinations following them. In one

attack she raised her eyes to the wall and cried, laughing: “Oh!

how beautiful is that! how beautiful that fire !“ When she was

asked by some one if she would again set fire to things, she replied,

“Oh, indeed! it is so beautiful, that fire !“ When a light arose she

became violently excited, and would rush toward it. N. was at

first sentenced to imprisonment for ten years in the house of correc-

tion, but the sentence was set aside.

V.,farmer, persistent misconceptions with hallucinations: In-

cendiarism, and two attempts at honaicide. (Guislain, Le#{231}ons

Orales sur les Phrenopathies.)

A fire broke out towards evening in a tenement dwelling at An-

deghem, and laid it in ashes. People saw a man go from the burn-

ing place to a neighboring house, and recognized him as one of the

dwellers there. He alone of all the neighborhood failed to hasten to

the fire, and people quietly pointed to him as the incendiary; but

the justice took no notice of it. Soon after this, a vicar at Lermonde,

on his way to church, was struck with a knife in the leg, and saw

the homicide kneeling before him, who run away. Subsequently

the tenant who was burned out was the subject of an attempted

homicide, in the neighborhood of the church. The incendiary was

also the perpetrator of this deed. He had premeditated it, he said,

for a long time, and never had he suffered greater regret than at the

attempt proving abortive. Suspicious and revengeful for four years, he

felt, he said, an inward impulse to crime. Since four years, he as-

serted, the priest had sought to do him and his family some injury.

By a process, which he understood, the priest had sought to make

him and his doings of less importance than his neighbors. His ene-



1862.] Dr. lessen on Pyromania. 443

mies,.he said, did not appear to him in person, but as apparitions

placed opposite him. V. did not belong to the indigent class, but to

a family of wealthy country-people. He confessed to have weaken-

ed himself much by onanism, and that he had great fears about his

mental or spiritual recovery. He read much in books of devotion.

People had observed that for the last five years his habits had been

completely changed. His sister had regarded him as insane during

that time. People often heard him howling, and a strong sorrow

wasted him. His intelligence appeared, on the whole, to be but

little if at all disturbed; his answers were suitable and clear. The

tone of his voice, his mien, gait, and behavior did not point to any

mental disturbance. In the mean time this disturbance nevertheless

existed, but limited to a certain circle of ideas. V. suffered from

perverted conceptions and hallucinations. He was inspired, and

spoke of a conscious power from above, which presented plans of re-

venge to him, in the carrying out of which he possessed a certain

undetermined power. He, indeed, named persons who had appeared

to him in his imagination, and whom he believed himself to have

seen truly and distinctly; and he also heard noises and voices. All

his ideas respecting these appearances were in a remarkable degree

disconnected and inordinate. He confessed every thing he was guilty

of, went into all desirable particulars, and comprehended the conse-

quences of his actions; but through his confession there gleamed

that indifihrence, that deficiency of penetration, that want of precis-

ion common to all (‘!) mental diseases.

V. exhibited, nevertheless, all those signs of partial mental distur-

bance which, though We may not be able to attribute them to a dis-

tinct pyromania, belong notwithstanding to monomania and persist-

ent misconception (verfol�ungswahn).

He appears to have carried the germ of his disease for a long time

in his mind, although it had not made itself apparent by any overt

act to those about him.

Guislain declared that imprisonment and a judicial trial would

be hurtful to the patient, and that he should be placed in an

asylum, as he appeared curable. In consequence of this opinion he



444 Journal of Insanity. [April,

was not brought before the assizes, but placed in an asylum at Ghent.

The following, among other interesting cases, is given in illustration

of mental distraction, or delirium in all directions of the mental

activity, (mental confusion, disturbance, verwirriheit.)

.Podiven, 52 years of age, day-laborer, delirium: Two incen-

diarisms from revenge, on i/ic 27th and 29th August, 1845. (An-

nales Medico-Psychologiques, 1846.)

Podiven, whose father had died in a state of complete mental im-

becility, was of very slender capacity, and had moreover received a

very imperfect education, and could neither read nor write. As to

his youth, no authentic information was to be obtained. When about

twenty years of age he had worked with a gardener, who had ibund

him not irrational, sober and quiet. The first attack of disease he

had thirty years previously. He left his work suddenly, and was

missed for fourteen days, but appeared again, pale and wasted; he

said nothing in particular about his condition. Since that time he

bad given much evidence of mental weakiiess and singularity. He

seldom worked, neglected entirely his little property which he had

inherited, and only employed himself occasionally as a day-laborer.

Subsequently, the attacks came oftemmer, and the lucid intervals were

more rare. At these times he wandered about the fields and woods,

slept in barns or in the forests, and ate amid drank nothing as far as

could be discovered, and at last came home appearing miserable,

weak and lean. Twelve years previously he had married, although

even at that time his family were suspicious of his condition. To-

ward his wife and children he had ever conducted himself indiffer-

ently.

Two years previously he had hung himself to a tree, but in his

agony grasped the halter and called for help. He gave out that he

had been commanded to hang himself. A month previous he had

threatened his wife and family with death, and they fled in the mid-

dle of the night to a neighbor. Many times he had threatened to

burn out different persons, but this he denied. Six weeks before the

paroxysms came upon him particularly strong, he ran about the

fields as one senseless, returning usually at night to sleep in his barn
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upon the hay. On the 26th of August, he remained all day in a

small woods near his house. To his children, who had been sent out

to him by his wife, he said he “would return into his hole,” and as

he came back at twilight to his barn his wife heard him say, “This

day is my last; I must die.”

On the 27th of August, at 10 o’clock at night, he set fire to a

stack of straw, and on the 29th to a stack of oats, both belonging to

the Widow Ganet. After the incendiarism, he laid down upon the

hay in his barn, and was found sleeping there at 2 o’clock on the

morning of the 30th, and arrested. The former threatenings he had

thrown out were the sole cause of suspicion. At his first examina-

tion, on the 1st of September, he denied every thing; some days

after he made a full confession. The day of the week and the date

of the incendiarism he did not know, when questioned as to them.

He had repeated the act because at first he had mmot seen the grain-

stack. He did not contemplate a repetition of the act. He had de-

nied because he had feared to compromise himself. Several days

before he had been sick; what sickness it was he did not know; he

had often had it, and could riot work or eat, amid remained three or

four days or more away from home, amid would see no one. He re-

gretted his deed, but did not know why. The question if his neigh-

bors regarded him as mad, lie answered in the affirmative; and to

the question if he considered himself to be so, he ammswered, that he

often thought he had not his reason. As a motive for his deed he

gave revenge upon the Widow Ganet, who had done him injustice;

her sheep had fed upon his acorns, and she had many times accused

him unjustly of stealing. He had cited her before the justice of the

peace, but had obtained no satisfaction; therefore he had taken ven-

geance upon her property. He did not know what to say further in

his justification, but if set free he would not repeat the act, and

would be very glad to see those who belonged to him again. At the

same time, he said, upon a future occasion he hoped to have more

complete satisfaction. Taken to prison in November he remained

for a month completely dumb, appeared unquiet and distracted;

staring, torpid and purposeless. When in the end he broke silence,
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his answers were quite unintelligible, in monosyllables and badly ar-

ticulated. He was quite incompetent to learn the simplest labor.

His fellow-prisoners soon observed that he was stupid, teased him

and overpersuaded him, at one time soaked his cap in urine and,

made him believe that it was lye, &c.

The first medical opinion was, that Podiven was not in full pos-

session of his mental faculties, but that he would not remain long in

a state of transition. The second, that, though neither insane nor

idiotic (blodsinnig), he did not possess complete and unfettered spon-

taneous direction, and was therefore unaccountable. He was there-

upon set free by the jury, but the State’s attorney raised an objection,

and they declared that the deed had been done in a state of imbecility

(desnence). He was therefore taken to the Orleans Asylum.

The fourth and last division of Dr. Jessen’s work is devoted to” In-

cendiarism in Drunkenness and Epilepsy.” Several fully reported

cases are brought forward in illustration, but space will only allow

us to translate one case under each head.

Danid B., 42 years old, mason, drunkenness: Two incendia-

rums from Revenge, on the 27th Dec., 1821, and 10th Feb.,

1822.-D. B. in his 13th year fell so heavily upon the ice as to be

senseless for some time, and vomited when he arose. He only suf-

fered a contusion from this, and was able to go home alone. After

this he suffered from severe pain in the head over the left eye, which

was severely inflamed. After he had learned the trade of a mason

and set forth as a journeyman, he suffered during nine weeks

from severe pain in the head; then he was attacked by gout, which

left his hand crooked, and he took to drink. In his twenty-fourth

year he sufl�red again about as long from pain in the head, and was

moreover thrown down by a comrade so severely upon a rut in the

road that a scar remained.

In his 27th year (1814) he was taken up in Landau on suspicion

of being a spy of the Allies, and for a long time was in such anxiety

about being shot that he was deprived of his senses, and did not re-

member what took place during the siege.
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In the summer of the same year he was compelled to give up his

work in Heidelburg, on account of severe and repeated pain in the

head, and to go back to his home in Meiningen. Here he entered

the army, and, in 1815, took the field, but soon came into the hospi-

tal for five months, on account of pain in his head and lameness of

all his limbs. The pains in the head (which, at a time not given,

had become particularly severe on the cessation of hemorrhage from

the nosq), light attacks of gout, hemorrhoidal complaints, and much

disturbance of the digestive functions, had, for the last six years, con-

stituted his diseased physical condition. This also caused a confusion

and disquietude, which made him restless and unfit for labor. He

said that he had had for the space of three or four weeks, by night

and by day, a feeling of anguish, and a sensation of rattling in the

cavity of the chest, whereby he had felt as though constrained to

throw himself into the water and struggle out of it, to creep into a

thorn hedge, to climb the roof of a house, indeed, at one time to run

from M. over past SuhI to Oberdorf, there to climb up into a fir-tree

and pass the night. On awakening in some such uncommon place

of resort he would sometimes try for two or three hours to recollect

how he came there. Moreover he was much given to drink, for, ac-

cording to reports, he could only keep himself sober for six or eight

days at a time. As soon as he had taken schnapps he was not to

be kept in, but ran out to obtain more, and would continue to drink

for two or three days together.

On the evening of the 27th of December, B. had drunk on the

whole about nine ounces of strong spirits and a can of beer, and had

come about midnight to the house of a publican, named W. Here,

finding that the light had been put out, lie was very angry, and after

drinking more spirits, which he had by him (a part of the above

quantity), he felt himself greatly confounded and perplexed, although

he did not appear drunk to the witnesses. It suddenly occurred to

him, whether through anger or evil-mindedness he did not know, to

set fire to things. “Before I came to W.’s barn,” he said, “I did

not know what I would do; but as I found the door open I went in,

and then it occurred to my mind to kindle some tinder at my pipe,
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wrap it in paper and scatter some fodder upon it, and leave it there

that it might burn.” “It may burn or not,’ thought he, and went

away and laid down to sleep. Awakened soon by the cry of “Fire !“

he ran to the place, and helped actively in the rescue.

On the evening of the 10th of February, after he had drunk a

glass of beer and schnapps, he came to the house of S. Here it oc-

curred to him that two years previously he had been abused by S.,

and called a “miserable fellow,” when he had never done him any

harm. Thereby, he said, the confused idea of setting fire to the sta-

ble of S. came into his mind. The carrying out of the idea and his

subsequent conduct were the same as in the former incendiarism.

Afterward he sought to excuse his conduct by drunkeminess, butb this

had not been observed at the time by witnesses.

Schlegel on examination found him employed in flax-spinning,

healthy in appearance, and of strong build. His memory and under-

standing were not disturbed; the pulse weak and somewhat quick,

the appetite good, bowels relaxed, but when the hcmorrhoidal bleed-

ings were upon him, or about to take place, his motions were infre-

quent and hard. He complained of weakness, and of uncommon

disturbance of his sleep by dreams, in which otters, serpents and toads

bit him.

Schiegel declared that B. was fully accountable, that the incen-

diarism occurred through drunkenness, and that otherwise he regard-

ed him as essentially sound. The sentence is not given.

Under the head of “Incendiarism in Epilepsy,” we have five ca-

ses reported in ext enso by Dr. Jessen. We have only space for the

following admirably and no doubt truthfully reported case, taken

from the Zeitschrift f#{252}rPsychiatric, 1857, p. 227 :-

Natalie X., 13 years of age, epilepsy, melancholia: Incendia-

risms on the 7th of April, 17th of July, and 20th of September,

1855.-N. X., daughter of a master-butcher in Grandenz, from a

family otherwise healthy, was seized in her 4th year, after a spas-

modic cough, with epileptic convulsions, occurring chiefly at night.

In her 7th and 12th years these ceased for a time,but returned again,
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and on the whole were stronger and more frecjuent than ever. At

the time of the examination she had had twenty attacks within the

space of forty days: sometimes she had two or three attacks on the

same day; at other times she would be free from them for a period

varying from one to eight days. The attacks lasted for about a

quarter of an hour, and presented the usual symptoms. For the

most part they were followed by a deep sleep, sometimes by a pretty

severe hemorrhage from the nose, sometimes by excitement during

which the patient was very restless, sometimes doing this, sometimes

that, wandered about and talked much. Since her 12th year, people

had remarked a change of character in her. She attended school

willingly, and by means of good powers of comprehension and mem-

ory made good progress, but she showed the greatest inclination to

mischief, evil and dangerous tricks. In school she disturbed the in-

struction by crying out, pinched her neighbors, stuck them with nee-

dles, &c., and for this reason had to be separated from them. She

stuck her father’s horses dangerously, and let a savage dog loose

from his chain, cut up one of her own new garments, wounded her-

self about the neck and region of the heart, and repeatedly set fire

to things in her father’s house.

Brought to the house of an aunt she arose secretly in the night and

stuck hair-pins into the eyelids of the children, and intimated that

she had intended to put their eyes out. Punishment was of no avail:

she received the blows as one quite destitute of feeling. When called

to account she gave out that she could have no rest, she must do

these things; she would take life, a voice from within said to her

continually what she should do.

Commonly her conduct was gentle, modest and conciliatory. The

maid knew how to make herself agreeable by small services. To

the ladies and housekeeper she seemed anxious to learn. Before her

employers she recited poetry, and to the children she told stories and

helped them in their lessons. She read fluently and wrote well.

Upon subjects of religious instruction she could express herself un-

derstandingly, could reckon some, answered understandingly, only a

little knowingly (altklug), in short was sufficiently developed men-
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tally. When she could not or would not answer a question she was

persistently silent. She showed uncommon obstinacy in repeating

her wishes when these were set aside, and great and dangerous violence

when contended with. Upon one occasion she rushed upon a girl

who had teased her with a knife, and avowed the intention of stab-

bing her. A childish inclination to play with dolls was also remark-

able in her, which did not accord with the development of her men-

tal power, and her already very significant erotic paroxysmns.

On the 24th of March she was brought to a “woader-doctor,” one

Kathner Radtke, who had had her in care before. Here on the

whole she conducted herself well, even insinuatingly. But on the

7th of April she was seized with violent anguish, and saw a white

figure which she took for a ghost, and perhaps for the devil. At the

same time a voice within her breast said to her that she must set fire

to things. Now as she was standing in the afternoon before the

the door with Amelia Radtke, a girl 13 years of age, she sent the

latter away under a pretext, then repaired to the barn, where she

set fire to a bundle of straw by means of matches, which she had

carried with her for some time. Her playmate returning saw her

standing before the barn, out of which a strong smoke proceeded,

and with her face turned toward the barn looking fixedly at it.

To all questions she made answer in monosyllables, laid every-

thing to her anguish and the voice within her breast inciting, threat-

ening and even abusing her. She persisted in keeping silence, and

did not alter her intentions. Afterward she asserted that she had

thought God would punish her offences, but at the time only de-

clared that she knew from her catechism that setting fire to things

was not allowed. In the mean time the voices had commanded her.

Hereupon she began to recite, showed her knitting implements, her

writing-book, and proved by her unwearied delight in these her capa-

cities.

As a motive for the incendiarism could not be found, she was

placed for observation in an institution for the insane.

She was small, weakly, pretty thin, pale, and on many parts of

her body, particularly on the lower limbs, she was covered with sores,
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which had been made by strong rubbing and scratching of the skin.

The parts of generation were already pretty well covered with hair,

but yet she had shown no traces of menstruation, which in her fam-

ily was usually early. Her features were rigid, earnest; her eyes

had a moistened appearance, the left flowed with tears; the pupils

were mostly large. Her general conduct has already been given.

She regretted much that her Sunday’s clothing had not been brought

with her; would dress her head frequently, even at 8 o’clock in the

morning; would curl her hair, &c. Once she set up a great oil-

cloth bath-cover, and maintained that it was her very good teacher,

yet she never jested. Besides, she only thought to shine by her ex-

pertness; she only learned and worked in order to be praised, and

otherwise had no steadiness arid perseverance in labor. She an-

swered shortly, but talked much to herself: for example, about old

maids, about dress, and the conduct of girls, and their relations to

men. One night she stole to the bed of a female afflicted with ero-

tic mania, and covered her with strong caresses; on the other hand

she played much with dolls. In the afternoon of the 20th of May,

she was seized with great anxiety and excitement. Her face was of

a dark blue; she cried and stamped with her feet, seized upon other

patients and the attendants, sought to snatch their keys and knives

from them, cried out that she must kill, and must go out and set fire

to things, broke the windows, and said that the devil stood by and

commanded her. Laid upon the bed and held there, she related, in

her usual quiet tone, that she saw a white ghost with a black head,

without eyes or arms, close by her; wherever the eyes turned there

was the ghost standing, as large as a man, and near her as though

about to grasp her; at the same time she heard a voice within her, in

her heart, in her breast. She did not know if it was the figure

which spoke to her, or the voice within which commnanded her. There

the figure threatened, and here the voice within her cried, “Set

things on fire or I will take you away,” “Break the windows,” &c.

She frequently closed her eyes or drew the bed clothes over her

face, because then she did not see the figure. She complained, more-

over, of a feeling of oppression in the stomach, and a fierce craving.
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She picked her nose severely till the blood ran, and seemed to be re-

lieved thereby, and a leech was applied to her nose. The head con-

tinued long hot, and the pulse made 120 strokes in the minute. Af-

ter three hours the apparitions left her, and after five hours she fell

into a heavy sleep of twelve hours’ duration. A similar though

much milder attack came on her a few days later. Many times she

did mischief in the institution-threw the bunch of keys belonging

to an attendant into the privy; threw the night utensils out of the

window, and the like. On being detected she showed no shame or

repentance, but answered that she hp�d done it, and had no anxiety

about it. Upon the ground of these observations, L. Meyer declared

that she was insane, and that the form of her disease was erotic

hysterical mania; its cause the exciting influence of epilepsy upon

the development of puberty; and the impulses of the patient, her

evil conduct, setting fire to things, &c., were the symptoms of the

disease. Finally, he said, the incendiarism mentioned was carried

out under the pressure of the climax of a diseased impulse, which

occurred periodically.

The attacks showed their controlling influence on the will by the

great anguish, and the occurrence at the same time of disturbances

of sight and hearing. Therefore, in the eye of the law N. X. was

irresponsible. The sentence of the court, if indeed the case was

ever brought before the tribunals, is not given. Subsequently Meyer

had to report officially on two more incendiarisms perpetrated by X.

She knew how by her insinuating and apparently harmless conduct

to make the attendants feel sufficient confidence in her to relax the

stringency of their oversight of her, and on the 17th of July she

seized a burning splinter from the kitchen, hid it in a cloth, went up

to the sleeping rooms and set fire to a bed-cover and towel, but was

taken in the act. Upon this occasion precisely the same image ap-

peared to urge her on as upon the former. Significant signs of con-

gestion of the head, very frequent pulse, great anxiety and mental

disturbance of the kind mentioned, put the identity of these attacks

beyond doubt. This attack first became violent after the patient

had been isolated. On the night of the 20th of September the pa-
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tient arose secretly from her bed, shoved a chair to the wall, piled

clothing upon it, and took down a night-lamp hanging high above.

She then drew the key of the room from under the pillow of the

attendant, stole out, and set fire to several articles of furniture in an

adjoining room.

As the attendant awoke the patient was about closing very quietly

the door of an adjoining apartment. Nocturnal disquietude was

otherwise frequent, yet no immediate connection between the isolated

epileptic attacks and the psychical phenomena could be traced. The

convulsions neither immediately preceded nor followed the incendiary

acts. The epileptic attacks nearest the incendiarism of the 20th,

were on the 17th and 26th. Finally, she had on the 3d of Novem-

ber (after suffering on the previous night from an epileptic attack) a

paroxysm of a somewhat anomalous character. She was at first

morose, stilT, answered only after long questioning, and then discon-

nectedly; then in the course of the day she became excited, sang,

made much noise, spoke crazily, and did not know her surroundings,

kissed those that approached her, and appeared to have mental dis-

turbances of an erotic character. At times she shrugged herself to-

gether. Convulsions of the right shoulder likewise continued for a

number of hours. The excitement and confusion lasted till 4 o’clock.

She polluted herself and sought to take off her clothing, and a sort

of stupidity lasted three hours longer.

We here take our leave of the work of Dr. Jessen, having devoted

more space to it than we at first proposed; but the importance and in-

terest of the subject, particularly to jurists, appeared so great, and

moreover so few observations have been made in this country upon it,

that we have prolonged our extracts, wishing many times in the course

of our notice that the entire work might be translated, and placed upon

the library shelves of every jurist on this continent.

Whether the observations have or have not established the exist-

ence of a distinct pyromania, is of little importance. It is sufficient

that they have shown conclusively that the impulse to burn, like that

to homicide, suicide and larceny, is a very frequent concomitant of

the various forms of mental disorder.




